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Select Your 


JUVENILE BOOKS 


from McClurg’s 


McClurg’s publishes three invaluable lists to help you select 
your juvenile books. If you have not received your copies, write 


for any one or all three of these FREE publications listed below. 


@ JUVENILE LIST 


@ GRADED LIST of BOOKS 


for Elementary Grades 


@ TEEN AGE BOOKS 


The books listed in these publications are carried in our regular 
stock .. . assuring you of prompt shipment. New titles with forth- 


coming publication dates will reach you as soon as available. 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


333 East Ontario Street 
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


“Serving Librarians is Our Business” 











Dedicated to the memory of 
MISS VELMA SHAFFER 
1905-1950 


Miss Velma Shaffer, Head of the University of Tennessee College of Education De- 


partment of Library Service, died at her home in Bourbon, Indiana, Sunday, March 26, 


1950. Though in failing health for more than a year, she persisted in her work until 


the last two months of her life, returning to her home in February. 


Tennessee library service has suffered a great loss in her death at so early an 
age; for her energy, her clear thinking and her devotion to the cause of libraries were 
well known to all who had come in contact with her. Many knew her when she was 
working to improve school libraries as an assistant to Miss Martha Parks in the Division 


of Libraries of the State Department of Education. 


At Peabody, where she taught at one time, she inspired many students, who caught 
from her the enthusiasm for library work, and who realized through her how much 


there was to be done. 


Others remember the splendid editorial work she did on the Southeastern Con- 
ference on Library Education in the Spring of 1948. Tennessee librarians will re- 
member her article in the Tennessee Teacher of April 1947 on "What's New in Library 
Education?" In this and in other articles for professional journals she reflected her 
faith in the profession. She urged school administrators to encourage teachers who 
showed some aptitude to secure library training, saying ‘Wise counseling and guidance 
will assist many a young person to find a satisfying profession in which there is need 
for the most alert, the most able, and the most personable young men and women." 


We will need them to replace one who certainly fulfilled these qualifications—Velma 


Shaffer. 














































Gaylord STANDARD Library Furniture 


NOW IN STOCK FOR PROMPT SHIPMENT! 





Card Catalog Cabinets-Sectional, Solid and 60-Tray 
Magazine Rack Dictionary Stand 
Wall Bulletin Board Book Trucks 


Stools—Displayers—Card Trays, etc. 


Quarter sawed oak in light and dark finish 


Please write for pictures and prices 





GAYLORD BROS., INC. | 
Library Supplies 


SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


INDEPENDENT LIBRARY COMMISSION: 


By this time, TLA members have received a letter stating that the Executive Committee 
recommends an independent library commission as the best form of organization for the state 
library and public library functions. In recognition of the importance of the issue and in 
preparation for your voting at the June Convention in Chattanooga, the April issue of the 
Tennessee Librarian is given over to an extensive presentation of the question. 

We should remember that at the moment we do not need to see all the way through the 
details of organization. Our present responsibility is to decide whether we want an independent 
agency set up at the state level. If we do, there are many states to which we then can turn 
for information, and upon whose vast amount of experience we can depend to guide us through 
whatever complexities may arise. 

We are assured of Commissioner Smith's cooperation and assistance. This assurance, es- 
pecially in the light of the unfailing interest he has exhibited, gives us confidence. The Com- 
missioner's support, the new State Library program, and the Governor's expressed interest in 


expanded library facilities, offer encouragement that a new day may be just ahead for Tennessee. 


TLA PROGRAM: 


The Executive Committee has given considerable thought to the convention program. At 
present, we are unable to announce all of the speakers, but we are in a position to give you an 


outline of the meeting. 


The theme will be "The State's Role in Library Service.’ At our first meeting, Thursday 
evening, June 8, Mrs. Gretchen Knief Schenk will present a general discussion of the theme and 
Dr. Daniel M. Robison, our State Librarian, will discuss the State Library as a fundamental part 
of the State's role. 


Friday 2:30 p.m. will be given to section programs, under the direction of Elise Draper, 
College and University Chairman; Zula Mae Harris, School Library Chairman; and Claude Settlemire, 
Public Library Chairman. 


Friday noon will be the Citizens Library Movement Luncheon planned by the officers of 
CLM. Friday at 7 p.m. will be the usual banquet with good food and good speakers. 


The Planning Committee will meet Friday morning. 
At the regular Saturday morning business meeting, the important question of an independent 


library commission will be voted upon. 


EMMA SUDDARTH, President 


TENNESSEE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING 
JUNE 8-10, 1950 


Headquarters: Chattanooga—University of Chattanooga Public Library Building 
Hotels: Patten Hotel, Read House, Park Hotel. 
Local Committees: Exhibits—Rachel Cash, Chairman, Chattanooga Public Library 


Meeting Rooms—Mrs. Clara Washburn, Chairman, University of Chattanooga 
Library. 


Benquet—Jack Trimble, Chairman, Vice-President local Citizens’ Group, City Hall. 





WHY THIS ISSUE? 


|. We assume that every librarian in Tennessee is interested in what the people of Tennessee 
want in the way of library service. 

2. We assume that every librarian in Tennessee wishes to know how library service at the 
state level is being administered at the present time. 

3. We assume that every librarian in Tennessee will give thoughtful attention to the problem 
of how library service in Tennessee may best be administered. 

If these assumptions are correct, then every librarian in Tennessee will read carefully the 
statements from citizens, from those responsible for library service in the state, from those responsible 
for library service in other states, and from those who have been willing to express themselves 
on questions now being considered. 

We believe that this issue should furnish a basis for discussion at the Tennessee Library 
Association meeting in Chattanooga on June 8th-l0th, 1950. 

Please bring this issue with you when you come to Chattanooga. 


WHAT DO TENNESSEANS EXPECT FROM THE STATE IN THE MATTER 
OF ITS RESPONSIBILITY FOR LIBRARY SERVICE? 


This question has been addressed to several people, not with the idea of securing a 
“scientific sampling,’ but in an effort to obtain individual expressions of opinion. 


HOW DOES THE CITIZEN FEEL ABOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE? 
MR. EMMONS SAYS: 


Today our state is developing at such a rapid rate that it is taxing the reserves 
and imagination of all public service agencies that attempt to keep abreast of the ever 
growing demand. To those of us that believe that the library service should keep pace 
with the demand, this is a direct challenge to come forth with effective ways and means. 

The State Department of Education is performing an outstanding job in the planning 
and the placing into execution of an expanded program for the state educational system. 
A continuing prodigious amount of work and planning will be required to keep their 
educational program effective. However, the Department is definitely recognized as the 
agency responsible for this program and is in position to perceive the demands of the 
people and to report directly to the Governor. 

| pose as no expert in- library management, but it appears to me that if there 
is to be an effective expanding library service we need a similar independent board 
or commission, with its one responsibility being the development of the library program. 
This suggestion is not novel by any means, as in a survey made by the American 
Library Association in 1945 they found that sixteen states then had separate State 
Library Commissions solely responsible for the state library systems and that eight other 
states had separate boards or commissions responsible for the state library together 
with whatever extension library functions their particular state provided. 

The responsibilities of the state library commission are the development of an 
effective state-wide public library service through: program planning, the making of 
recommendations to the Governor for the execution of the library program, and the 
administering of state and federal library funds. These commissions normally are com- 
posed of laymen appointed by the Governor. A professional librarian is usually em- 
ployed by the commission as state librarian and acts as administrator of the state 
library program for the Board. 

In my opinion, this type of organization, state library board or commission, having 
as its sole purpose the development of an effective state-wide library service would 
greatly enhance the possibility of developing our library service sufficiently to meet 
the demands of our expanding situation. 

WALTER F. EMMONS, Chairman 
Clinch Powell Regional Library Board, Clinton 


WHAT DOES THE HISTORIAN EXPECT FROM THE STATE LIBRARY? 


Perhaps no group of students have a greater interest in libraries than historians, for 
history depends so largely upon library resources for the raw materials of study. In collecting and 
preserving these materials, a state library has a definite and unique place. 

Obviously, the useful state library should possess a full collection of books, wherever 
publishea, which relate to the state and region. Furthermore, as an aid in the study of the 
state's culture, the state library should try to collect materials written by its citizens upon all 
manner of subjects. In order to serve as a center for literary and historical studies, the Tennessee 
state library should be a library both of books about Tennessee and books by Tennesseans. 

\n addition to such collections of books, the state library should also maintain files of 


the periodicals and, especially, the newspapers published within the state, a function for which 
it is peculiarly suited. The county weeklies and small town dailies are fugitive pieces which 
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when published interest only small localities, but eventually they provide the raw materials for 
studies of economics, social history, and state politics. It is not practical for either public or 
university libraries to keep such files, yet it is important for the research historian that some one 
library collect these materials. Surely the state library is the logical one. 

Beyond preserving printed materials, historians are also concerned with libraries which 
gather manuscript and private paper collections. For centuries the historian and scholar have 
fought a battle with the bonfire and trash man to save the records of the past. It is most 
important that the private papers of persons who played significant roles in the history of the 
state and nation not end up on their descendants’ waste heaps, but we can avoid such losses 
only if we have libraries which can accommodate manuscript collections. A state library pro- 
vides one suitable place of deposit. Though the greater part of the collections acquired will 
quite properly relate to the state and region, other unexpected, important papers will in- 
evitably appear. Because of unexpected findings, it is desirable that libraries publish bulletins 
from time to time which systematically describe their holdings. Only in this way can students 
make full use of both the expected and unexpected papers in our state library collections. 

In accepting manuscripts the librarian faces enormous problems, for, obviously, the state 
library cannot serve as a dumping ground for all sorts of private papers. Not everything can be 
taken; the librarian must discriminate. Because the task is a hard one requiring scholarly judgment, 
the state which acquires the services of a trained historian can count itself fortunate. 

Beyond being a source for historical studies, the state library can also serve as an agency 
for public education in history. In meeting this opportunity the states may well consider the 
Library of Congress's example, for that institution serves well both as a center of research and 
as a public educator. The display of our great national documents and the exhibitions on 
matters of current interest have made the Library one of the sights of Washington for the 
tourist. States too have their great documents, and by attractive displays of them, the state 
library teaches history to a part of the citizen body which will never use it as a center of 
study. Of course, the need for intelligent management here is imperative. Displays cannot be 
antiquarian catch-alls which combine indiscriminately the truly important and the trivial. The 
displays must be planned and executed with art. 

All of this may sound as if the historian expects a great deal from a state library; he does. 
The historian expects much from libraries and librarians because he well knows from past ex- 
perience how very much they can do. 

KENNETH S. COOPER 
Assistant Professor of History 


Geo. Peabody College for Teachers 


WHAT IS THE STATE'S ROLE IN SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICE? 


The school library, upon whatever age-level of education it is considered, is a powerful 
instrument essential to the growth and development of a democratic citizenry. Administrators 
are becoming increasingly aware of the dynamic role of the school library and the effectiveness 
of its contribution to the instructional program. Therefore the state is confronted with a distinct 
challenge, to provide library service in the long-neglected elementary and junior high school fields. 

The standards which the state has set up are commendably high. It should follow that 
librarians, principals, teaching personnel, and the general public will insure their attainment 
and proper use. 

According to the regulations adopted by the State Board of Education on May 6, 1949 
the people of Tennessee have a right to expect spacious, colorful, well lighted, properly equipped 
and adequately staffed library centers in all public schools from the state university proportionately 


downward to the smallest elementary school. No longer will the library be an over-flow study 
hall, housing required reading for “special reports.” In such a program, the library becomes 
the focal point for curriculum coordination. The state recommends "a minimum annual ex- 
penditure of one dollar per pupil in average daily attendance for books, periodicals, library 
supplies and binding, exclusive of salaries and equipment’ for schools of fifteen or more teachers, 
and somewhat less for smaller schools. : 

These materials centers should include inspirational reading, ample magazine and news- 
paper subscriptions, projectors, films, film strips, slides, recordings, basic maps, charts, pictures, 
record players, exhibit materials—for example in the field of science and art, and vertical file 
materials. 

In an effort to meet this, the State Department of Education provides advisory service 
for school libraries in the position of School Library Supervisor. Also the state has included 
in the minimum program funds for instructional materials based on average daily attendance. Yes, 
the state is confronted with a challenge. We in public education fervently hope the state will 
continue with ever increasing effectiveness to give all the children of all the people the functional 
ibrary service necessary to meet the challenge which is now confronting our democratic society. 


T. J. BOND, Principal 
Soddy Elementary School, Hamilton County 
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HOW IS LIBRARY SERVICE NOW BEING ADMINISTERED 
AT THE STATE LEVEL IN TENNESSEE? 

Statements from the Stat2 Librarian and Archivist, the Supervisor of School Libraries, the 
Regional Library Consultant, the Executive Director of the State Planning Commission, and the 
Dean of University Extension give some background, present organization, and duties and responsi- 
bilities of these agencies as they affect library service in the state. 

At the present time, all library service at the state level is centered in the State Department 
of Education, with the exception of the Legislative Reference Bureau. The question now facing 
us is whether this is the best form of administrative organization. Certainly it reflects the trend 
towards centralization evident in state administration, but is it too centralized, considering its 
many aspects? Can library needs best be met as part of the total state educational program? 
Should the long-range program as outlined in A Study of Tennessee's Program of Public Education 
include provision for library service? This 1945 report states that the 

"ultimate aim of dynamic program of public education is to promote the acquisition 

of a satisfactory economic, social, moral and cultural life by all the citizens of the 

state—certainly the material resources are sufficient in amount and diversity to support 

a satisfactory economic, social, and cultural life for all the citizens of Tennessee. Yet, 

as a discordant note, the fact remains that too many citizens do not find a satisfactory 

economic, social and cultural life available to them. . . . To these ends, the state must 

develop an adequate program of educational services for all citizens of the State. ... 

It seams sound to assume that there must be developed a single program of public 

education—single in the sense that the total resources and services of our schools, 

colleges, University, and other educational agencies must be welded together around 

the one purpose of meeting the fundamenta! educational needs of all citizens of the 

State." ' 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
TENNESSEE STATE LIBRARY 


The Tennessee State Library under Public Act No. 281, 1949, is a separate division of 
the Department of Education, having been removed from the Division of Library Services and 
Archives, Learning and Instructional Materials, Museum and State History. Since 1919, the 


Library and Archives have been combined under the direction of the State Librarian and 
Archivist. 


For many years, the State Library has been a depository for all Tennessee and federal 
documents and has endeavored to collect the documents of other states, but systematic exchanges 
with other states have not been carried on. 

The library occupies now the same rooms which were constructed for its use in 1854, 
and a considerable amount of material is now in storage, but it is estimated that the collection 
contains about a quarter of a million volumes. The special collections of Tennessee and Southern 
history, genealogy, law, and Tennessee newspapers are outstanding. 

The State Library is and must continue to be primarily a reference library. Because of 
restrictions on its lending, most of its material is used within the library itself by state officials, 
genealogists, scholars, writers and students. 

DANIEL M. ROBISON 
State Librarian and Archivist 


SCHOOL LIBRARY SUPERVISION 


In September 1932, a professionally trained school librarian was appointed to the position 
of Director of School Libraries under a grant to the State Department of Education from the General 
Education Board for a period of five years. At the expiration of this period in September 1937, the 
entire financial responsibility of the Division was taken over by the Department of Education. This 
setup continued until 1947 when the Division of Libraries was combined with the Division of Textbooks 
to form the Division of Instructional Materials and Library Service, State Library, Archives and 
Museum, (Public Acts, 1947, Chapter 99). At that time the position of Supervisor of School Libraries 
was set up in this Division. She now works closely with administrators, instructional supervisors, 
teachers and librarians in the schools and colleges and with the staff members of the State 
Department of Education. 

Duties: 

(1) Promotional— 
. Stimulate extension of school libraries, particularly in elementary schools. 


. Participate in workshops and other programs planned by educational groups. 
. Provide booklists-—especially for rural school libraries. 


1. Encourage membership in local, state and national professional organizations. 
2) Advisory— 
a. Advise with superintendents, principals, supervisors, teachers and librarians on 
ndividual problems through visits, correspondence and office conferences. 
. Cooperate with library schools in programs of training of schoo! librarians. 
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c. Make recommendations for improvement of library service when this is requested 
by administrators and librarians. 


Staff: 
Supervisor of School Libraries and one full time clerical worker. 
State Aid: 

In 1947 there was an allotment made of $1.90 per pupil in Average Daily At- 
tendance for instructional materials. This amount was increased in (949 to $3.45 per 
pupil. The state standards for school iibraries recommend a minimum expenditure 
of $1.00 per pupil in Average Daily Attendance. 


LOUISE MEREDITH 


Supervisor of School Libraries 


REGIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE 


Tennessee's public library extension program, better known as regional library service, has 
been administered as a function of the Division of Instructional Materials and Library Service 
of the State Department of Education since 1947 when the Division of Libraries was com- 
bined with the instructional materials program, State Library, Archives and Museum, (Public 
Acts, 1947, Chapter 99). 

The former Division of Libraries was established in the State Department of Education 

in order to coordinate all the library activities of the state. (Public Acts, 1937, Ch. 240.) 
In actual practice, however, the Division's orogram was limited to the supervision of schoo 
libraries and to the development and administration of the state's regional library service. Three 
professional librarians, three clerical workers and a full-time porter composed the staff during 
most of the period, 1937-1947. The administrative budget on the state level ranged from 
$8,400 to $20,242 annually. In addition, this division administered the state aid matching fund 
for school libraries which amounted to $50,000-$100,000 a year, and a traveling library collection 
of 30,000 books. 

The first state appropriation for regional library service amounting to $20,000 a year 
was made in 1943 when the state assumed financial responsibility for the program which TVA 
had initiated in East Tennessee in 1940. This was increased to $37,500 a year for the 
biennium 1945-47 and to $100,000 a year for the period 1947-49. 

With such limited funds it was obviously impossible to provide state aid for all the 
municipal and county libraries in a state having three million population. An attempt was 
made therefore to help first those rural communities which had inadequate library facilities 
or none at all, reflecting the currect trend towards equalization of opportunities throughout the 
state. A result of this attempt is the present cooperative plan in which four or more counties pool 
their efforts and resources to qualify for participation in the state's regional library program. 

For the current year June 1949/1950, there is provision in the budget of the Division of 
Instructional Materials and Library Service for the salary and travel of one professional librarian 
and the salary of a full-time secretary plus office maintenance amounting to $9,580 annually. In 
addition there has been available $104,500 in state funds for the operation of regional library 
service in 61 counties. These funds have been alboted to nine agencies with which to employ 
regional librarians, buy books and operate a bookmobile in regions consisting of 6 to 9 counties. 
Local funds provided for county library service amounted to $96,036.30 for the year 1949-1950. 
Advantages of A Regional Program 

Regional libraries are still among the newer trends in library history. Their growth and 
development have kept pace with the modern plans of governmental regional planning and con- 
solidation, particularly in rural areas. Through the cooperation of several small units, there are 
resulting advantages which justify the grouping. 

The cooperative buying, cataloging, and circulation of books reduce the individual cost 
to each county. With a larger population and a freely circulating collection of books, there 
is opportunity for a more varied collection and a wider use of individual titles. 

There is little doubt that the regional plan is by far the best one for a state with a 
large rural population. 

MARTHA PARKS 


Regional Libraries Consultant 


TENNESSEE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU 


The Tennessee Legislative Reference Bureau, created by Chapter 192 of the Public Acts 
of 1949, is under the direction of three persons as provided by law: an assistant attorney general, 
designated by the Attorney General, and two staff members of the Tennessee State Planning 
Commission, designated by the Chairman of the Commission. The legislation creating the Bureau 
places upon it several duties. It is to assemble, catalog, and file reports, surveys, statistics, 
and other data relevant to state and local government in Tennessee and other states; it is 
directed to make and keep a card index catalog of statutes, codes, court reports, and other 
governmental materials now deposited in the state library, the Supreme Court libraries, the state 
archives, and other state depositories; it is to analyze the data brought together as result of 
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the above work and to be prepared insofar as possible to answer requests from members of the 


General Assembly concerning the state of the law in Tennessee on such subjects as may be 
advanced and to assist in the drafting of legislation on subject matters requested by members 


of the General Assembly. 


Since the General Assembly adjourned without making specific appropriation for the 
carrying out of the work of the Legislative Reference Bureau, the Bureau's members have met and 
discussed possible courses of action. For the time being, there appears to be no possibility of 
special work in the way of cataloging, indexing, or assembling the large amount and wide variety 
of material referred to in the general language of the Act. Exploratory conversations have been 
held with Dean Forrester and his associates of the Vanderbilt Law School looking toward the 
possibility of cooperative effort in which students in courses on legislation would be afforded the 
high motivation of actually working on laws under consideration, and the Bureau with the assistance 
of such law students would be able to offer a larger service to the General Assembly than would 
otherwise be possible. 

It is not the intention or the desire of the Bureau to cause a duplication of effort already 
undertaken by other agencies or to duplicate materials which might now be available or ac- 
cessible for use. To this end, genera! understandings have been reached with the State Librarian 
concerning the readying of the most likely reference materials for active use of Bureau representatives 
in servicing requests from legislators, and the Bureau will keep the State Library informed con- 
cerning anticipated needs and concerning the handling of materials in a manner that will facilitate 
the Bureau's program. Thought is also being given to the possible advisability of providing at 
least for flexibility in part of the projected State Library and Archives Building to permit expeditious 
conduct of the Bureau's services to the General Assembly. 


HAROLD V. MILLER, Executive Director 


Tennessee State Planning Commission 








































EXTENSION LIBRARY SERVICE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 


The Extension Library Service is a part of the services section of the Division of University 
Extension and. is organized with an Extension Librarian responsible, through the Coordinator of 
Services, directly to the Dean of University Extension. He is also required to observe the regula- 
tions and directions of the Director of Libraries of the University, and he works in the main 
within the framework of the A. L. A. regulations governing library relationships in general. 

The University of Tennessee Extension Library Service provides package library service 
for teachers, librarians, club women, Parent-Teacher Associations, and individuals doing study 
and research or preparing talks or papers. The drama loan service is provided for directors 
of dramatics and music in schools, Little Theaters, and church and community drama groups who 
wish to examine and read plays and operettas before deciding on specific titles for production. 
The book loan service provides books for persons who do not have adequate library facilities in 
their own communities or who are unable to locate certain books in connection with their reading, 
club study and review, or as correspondence students through the Division of University Extension 
or the extension evening classes. The club program service provides program outlines for a 
year's study with topics on which material can be supplied through the package libraries. The 
general information and reference service is obtained from the resources of the Extension Library, 
from the main University Library, and from conferences with individual members of the Uni- 
versity Faculty. The United Nations Volunteer Educational Center provides materials and informa- 


tion on the U. N. and its various agencies for use by teachers, librarians, club members, and 
individuals. 


Groups which use the Extension Library Service are teachers, librarians, students, women's 
clubs (book review groups, drama study groups, music clubs, garden clubs), Parent-Teacher As- 
sociations, American Association of University Women, Business and Professional Women's Clubs, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, United Daughters of the Confederacy, American Legion 
and American Legion Auxiliary, Kiwanis Club and other civic clubs, home demonstration agents, 
ow leaders in churches and communities, Little Theaters, and individuals doing reading and 
study. 


Publications include the Annual Library Service Bulletin; news letters, such as Program 
Notes, and Tennessee Drama; and occasional bibliographies of Tennessee material. 


F, C. LOWRY, Dean of University Extension 


HOW IS LIBRARY SERVICE ADMINISTERED AT THE STATE LEVEL 
IN OTHER STATES? 


Even though variations in the organization of library functions from state to state are 
inevitable and desirable, it is sometimes profitable to find out how certain states have attempted 
to perform their basic responsibilities for library development—basic responsibilities which are 
common to all states. 

Some states coordinate their activities under one department; for example, Georgia, which 
administers state aid for both school and public libraries under the State Department of Education. 
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Some states, tor example, North Carolina, have created a separate Library Commission, 
which is charged with improving, increasing and equalizing public library service to the whole 
state. A School Library Adviser in the Department of Public Instruction works with the schools 
to improve school library service. 

Virginia offers another pattern of organization, in which the State Library, through several 


divisions, assumes responsibility for both public library extension and the general library and 
archives. 

For the information of librarians of Tennessee who are seriously considering the question, 
the following statements, prepared by persons connected with library service at the state level 
are presented. 


ALABAMA 


A Revised Statement of the State Library Agencies in Alabama by Mrs. Lois Green, 
Director of the Public Library Service Division. February 3, 1950. 

Public Library Service Division. Created in 1939 as a division of the State Department 
of Archives and History, but with its own board of five members, appointed by the governor 
for five-year terms, staggered, and the director of ihe department ex officio, and with its own 
appropriation. The director of this division, appointed by the board, must be a graduate of 
an accredited library school, with a minimum of three years experience in library administration. 
Administers state aid. 

Department of Archives and History. Under self-perpetuating board of aovernor and one 
member from each congressional district, elected by the board for six-year terms. General 
and historical library. Library extension functions added by law in 1907 but definitely given up 
before 1930 and traveling libraries scattered, though the law was not changed. 

School Libraries Consultant in the State Department of Education. 

State and Supreme Court Library. Under the Supreme Court. The marshal is ex officio 


librarian. 


*« 


GEORGIA 


A ‘Revised Statement of the State Library Agencies in Georgia by Miss Lucile Nix, 
Georgia Library Consultant, January 23, 1950. 

Division of Textbook and Library Service. State Department of Education. In 1943 the 
functions of the State Library Commission (established 1897, first appropriation 1920) were 
transferred to this division, which already included an assistant director in charge of school 
libraries. Specific authority given to accept and administer state and federal aid. Administers 
state aid for school and public libraries as well as maintains a reference and loan service and 
state cataloging service. 

State Library. Under direction of governor, who appoints librarians for a four-year term. 
Has legislative reference department. : 

Department of Archives and History. Under the secretary of state. 


*« 


ILLINOIS 


A Revised Statement of the State Library Agencies in Illinois by Miss Helene H. Rogers, 
Illinois Assistant State Librarian, January 21, 1950. 

State Library. Established 1839. Secretary of State named State librarian. The Illinois 
Library Extension Commission, established 1909, provided field visitor for public libraries, but 
in 1921 transferred to the State Library when the reorganization of the State Government was 
effected and the State Library law was revised, which set up three divisions: Reference, Extension 
Services, and Archives. In 1939 the State Library Law was again revised creating an Advisory 
Committee of seven librarians, to be appointed by the Secretary of State, to represent the six 
regional library districts established, and, the city of Chicago,* the purpose, functions and 
program defined; authority to administer federal aid given. A field visitor for school libraries 
and a readers adviser added to staff in 1939; a field visitor for archives in 1941.** Demonstrations 
of district libraries authorized, 1945. (The Assistant State Librarian is a professionally trained 
and experienced librarian with authority to direct the library activities, and with staff is under 
Civil Service. There are 127 on staff. Biennial appropriation, $1,170,765. Because of organiza- 
tion of State Government, the above set up for Illinois State Library works very, very well as 
far ~ the Illinois State Library and its opportunity to function and accomplish things are con- 
cerned, 

Supreme Court Library. Established 1842, when law books and court reports were trans- 
ferred to it from the State Library. Under the control of the Supreme Court. 

Legislative Reference Bureau. Established 1913 with a controlling board of five members: 
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the Governor, Chairman, and the Chairmen of the Senate and House Appropriation and Judiciary 
Committees. 

State Historical Library. Established 1889 and received from the State Library all books 
relating to history of the State. Governed by a board of three, appointed by the Governor for 
two-year terms. 

*While not provided for in the law, the Advisory Committee has six citizen members (| 
from each regional library District) serving. These are selected after consultation with the 
librarian member of the Committee. 

**Additional field visitors for public libraries have been provided in Budget. 
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LOUISIANA 


A Revised Statement of the State Library Agencies in Louisiana by Miss Essae Martha 
Culver, Louisiana State Librarian, January 20, 1950. 

Louisiana State Library (formerly, the Louisiana Library Commission) Law 1920; began 
operating October 1925 as a demonstration under the auspices of the League of Library Com- 
missions, stat? appropriations beginning with 1926-27, and work taken over by the state in 1930 
at the end of the five-year demonstration. Commission of five, at least two of them women 
appointed by the governor. No term set. A general reorganization act of 1940, including transfer 
of the functions of the Library Commission to the state university, was declared unconstitutiona 
in 1941 before it had been completely put into effect. The Library Commission organization 
therefore continued unchanged. Administers state funds for demonstrations. Authorized to accept 
and administer federal aid. In 1946 by Act 102 of that year the name of the Louisiana Library 
Commission was changed to that of Louisiana State Library, with the added function of Legislative 
Reference. 

Supervisor of School Libraries in the State Department of Education. 

Huey P. Long Memorial Law Library. Under the jurisdiction of the Department of Justice 
by special act of 1942. 

Law Library of Louisiana (formerly, the State Library) (Civil Courts Building, New Orleans} 
A law library. Under the reorganization act of 1941, this was actually transferred from the 
secretary of state to the Department of Justice. It reverted back to the secretary of state, how- 
ever, when the reorganization act was declared unconstitutional. A special act in 1942 then placed 
this and the law library under the, jurisdiction of the Department of Justice and under the super- 
vision of the attorney general. By an Act 103 of 1946 the name of Louisiana State Library 
was changed to the Law Library of Louisiana. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


A Revised Statement of the State Library Agencies in North Carolina by Miss Marjorie 
Beal, Secretary and Director of the North Carolina Library Commission, January 26, 1950. 

Library Commission. Established 1909. Commission of five; two appointed by the state 
library association, one by the governor, for three-year terms, staggered; two ex officio, the 
superintendent of public instruction and the state librarian. In 1937 authorized to accept and 
administer federal and state aid. 

The North Carolina Library Commission is empowered to frame by-laws, rules and regula: 
tions for the allocation and administration of State Aid to Public Libraries. The 1949 General 
Assembly voted for each year of the biennium 1949-50, 1950-51, $350,000 to improve, stimulate, 
increase and equalize public library service to the people of the whole state. From this fund 
each county was offered $3,240, after appropriating or voting library taxes and submitting plans 
for county-wide library service. 

School Library Adviser, Department of Public Instruction. 

State Library, Established 1812. Under board consisting of governor, superintendent of 
public instruction, secretary of state. Librarian appointed by the governor. General and documents. 
Supreme Court Library. A law library. 
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VIRGINIA , 


A Revised Statement of the State Library Agencies in Virginia by Mr. Randolph W. Church, 
Virginia State Librarian, January 23, 1950. 

State Library. Extension work began in 1903, enlarged in 1923. Board changed in 1944 to 
seven members, six appointed by the governor for five-year terms, staggered, and the superintendent 
of public instruction, ex officio, instead of five appointed by the State Board of Education. Divisions: 
general library, archives, and extension. Two new divisions have been added: Publications Division, 
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charged with printing the Library's source material; World War II History Division, charged 
with printing history of Virginia in World War Il, formerly independent World War II History 
Commission. This second division under a plan now before the General Assembly would continue 
as a History Division devoted to publishing purposes. 

Director of Textbooks and Public School Libraries. In the State Board of Education. Ad- 
ministers state aid to school libraries. 

Supervisor of State Hospital Libraries. !n the Department of Mental Hygiene and Hospitals, 
Office of the Commissioner of Mental Hygiene. 

Division of Statutory Research and Drafting. Now urder the General Assembly. Main- 
tains no large collections. Is essentially a bill drafting agency. 


x 
WISCONSIN 


A Revised Statement of the State Library Agencies in Wisconsin by Mr. Walter S. Botsford, 
Secretary of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, January 23, 1950. 

Free Library Commission. Established 1895. Commission of seven: four appointed by 
the governor for five-year, overlapping terms; three ex officio, the president of the state university, 
the superintendent of public instruction, and the director of the State Historical Society. The 
Commission appoints a secretary who is administrative head, who directs the programs of a large 
traveling library that supplements the collections of local libraries, and the extension department 
which is staffed by public library consultants. The other phase of the Commission's program is 
directed by the chief of the Legislative Reference Library, who directs both the reference and 
bill-drafting services for the use of the legislature, local governments, state departments, private 
citizens, researchers, etc. 

State Supervisor of Schoo! Libraries. In the Department of Public Instruction. 

State Library. Law Library, under the Supreme Court and attorney general. Librarian 
appointed by that board, for an indefinite term. 

State Historical Society. Under the executive committee of the society, including the 
governor, secretary of state and state treasurer, ex officio. 


os 
ARE YOU READY FOR THE QUESTIONS? 


These are only a few of the specific questions relating to the state's role in library service 

together with the views of interested persons who have given thought to them. 
SHOULD TENNESSEE HAVE AN INDEPENDENT LIBRARY COMMISSION? 

In this issue, in our President's report, will be found good news for the citizenry, the 
librarians, and the libraries of Tennessee. 

From the date of the transmittal by this Association of its resolutions, adopted at Gatlinburg 
on May 7, 1949, to Honorable Gordon Browning, Governor, and Honorable J. M. Smith, Com- 
missioner of Education, recommending "a comprehensive study of the complete library responsi- 


bilities . . . of the State of Tennessee,"' the officers and committees of this Association have 
received prompt, enthusiastic and cooperative assistance from both our Governor and our Com- 
missioner of Education. In addition, our newly appointed State Librarian, Dr. Daniel M. Robison, 


has been most cooperative in exploring all avenues of research and evaluation anent the 
library needs of our State. 

In a letter dated February 13, 1950, our President, Miss Emma Suddarth, informed every 
member of our Association of the proposal of Commissioner Smith to withdraw the state library 
and public library functions from the Department of Education and to establish such functions 
under either a separate Department or an independent Commission. 


The unqualified approval given that proposal by our Executive Committee at its January 
21, 1950 meeting is also explained in Miss Suddarth's letter. 

There can be no practical questions raised against such a program for the administration 
of the library functions of the State. As evidence of the acceptance of that belief one need 
only glance at the list of states now operating under such a program. In addition, we have 
the assured support of Commissioner Smith and the continuing earnest interest of Governor 
Browning in expanding, on a sound and effective basis, of the State's library facilities. 

We must support and work untiringly for this long-sought advancement. 

E. W. PALMER 
Chairman, Planning Committee 


Tennessee Library Association 


HOW CAN PUBLIC LIBRARY EXTENSION BE BEST ADMINISTERED 
AT THE STATE LEVEL IN TENNESSEE? 


| am heartily in favor of the administration of the Tennessee library extension program 
under the State Library and a Library Board or Commission. The state has a distinct stake 




















in the development of its public library program and it is logical to center this program in 
the State Library. This is a department with a unified purpose, committed to the preservation 
and use of materials. Such an institution under the State Librarian and a Board or Commission, 
can devote a major share of its attention to the development of libraries in Tennessee and 
can be made responsible for the successful prosecution of this objective. It can offer leadership 
to librarians, library trustees and government officials in fostering and developing a state-wide 
public library system which will meet the needs of Tennessee citizens. 

HELEN HARRIS 

Librarian, Lawson McGhee Library, Knoxville 


*« 


Library extension should be one of a group of related functions organized and administered 
as a unit, under competent professional direction, and coordinate with other major departments 
or commissions of the state government. Tennessee's plans for an expanded program for the 
State Library and Archives, with a new state library building, make the state library a logical 
center for this grouping of library functions. 

Library extension has made progress during the past dozen years that it has been in 
the Department of Education—whether more or less than it might have made under a different 
form of organization is unimportant. For library extension is only a means, not an end. Tennessee 
is not concerned with organizing libraries merely to have more libraries. It is concerned with 
what libraries can do to improve the welfare of the people and the state. The state's responsibility 
is not confined to rural libraries alone, nor to public libraries alone; it cuts across all types 
of libraries and all age groups. It calls for strong, unified leadership at the state level. 

For Tennessee, | believe this indicates an administrative unit including library extension 
as one of its functions, grouped around the state ‘library. It should be professionally staffed, 
and adequately financed and should operate under an independent state board or commission 
responsible directly to the Governor. 
































MARY U. ROTHROCK 
Knox County Librarian 
Knoxville, Tennessee 


WHO SHOULD MAKE UP THE MEMBERSHIP OF A STATE LIBRARY BOARD? 


Lois Green, Director of the Alabama Public Library Service Division, favors a board 
made up of five citizens, non-librarians, with no ex officio members. She feels that these should 
be appointed by the Governor for five-year terms, but that the members of the first board 
should be appointed for one, two, three, four and five years, in order to have staggered 
membership thereafter. 


WHAT SHOULD BE THE FUNCTION OF THE STATE LIBRARY AS A PART 
OF THE STATE LIBRARY AGENCY? 


In view of the similarity of these two terms, the confusion that exists in the minds of 
some is readily understandable. Miss Isabel Howell comments here on the central reference 
collection which for so many years has been known as the State Library. 


«x 


It is the primary function of a state library to serve the executive, legislative and judicial 


> m 
officials of the state by keeping and producing on call, documents which are committed to the 9 
care of the library by the various officials and agencies of the government. la 


If this material has value for students, officers of other states, newspaper reporters, 
genealogists, and others, it is an interesting circumstance which has great importance and 
potentialities, but those potentialities do not alter the original charge. If the library carries 
on regular exchanges with other libraries and is able to supply executive officers with reports 
from other states, that is an extension of the original function. Even if those documents are 
purchased outright, their acquisition is nevertheless prompted by the same responsibility. 

In the second place, it is the duty of the library to acquire and preserve material 
on the history of the state, or material which reflects the history of the state, from which 
definitive history can be written. 

It is also necessary that the material should be collected from which definitive history of 
locations and periods not heretofore covered can be written in due time. The archives will 
contribute too, of course, but the reference here is to ephemeral or manuscript, pamphlet, or 
book material, not archival in nature. 

In the third place, it is the duty of the state library to cooperate with other state agencies 
which may be engaged in similar undertakings. There may be various assignments of functions 
between the state university library, the state college libraries, and the departmental or institutional 
libraries. Making no attempt to state the innumerable divisions of responsibilities which might 
be expedient, it is sufficient to say that the State Library ought to take its place in the state 
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plan, and function as a reference library for citizens, as a Mecca for school children, as a 
source of advice for the prison librarian, or as an active agent in the service, as it is directed by 
state councils and executive officers. 


ISABEL HOWELL 
Executive Assistant to the State 
Librarian and Archivist 


WHAT AGENCY SHOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SCHOOL LIBRARY SUPERVISION? 


| am convinced that the position of School Library Supervisor should be set up in the 
State Department of Education as a part of the: instructional program. In this way the library 
is coordinated with the other educational areas and the School Library Supervisor shares with 
the other subject specialists in planning the total educational program. | believe this also 
represents the thinking of school librarians in Tennessee with whom | have discussed the question. 


LOUISE MEREDITH 
State Schoo! Library Supervisor 


THE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE OF THE S.E.L.A. 


PROGRESS REPORT FROM YOUR TENNESSEE REPRESENTATIVE 


The Activities Committee of the Southeastern Library Association, appointed after the 
Louisville meeting of the Association to continue work on reorganization, has been busy, under 
the chairmanship of Dr. Louis Shores, trying to carry out its instructions. It was told to follow 
through on the previous committee's suggestions approved by the membership, among other 
things to make detailed plans for providing a headquarters office, a full-time executive secretary, 
a quarterly journal, and annual meetings. In order to put the recommendations into effect, a 
new constitution, to be submitted to the membership at iarge for approval, has to be drafted. 

Sub-committees. A number of sub-committees were appointed at Miami in October 
from the committee membership of nine to work on specific problems and report back suggestions 
and findings to the Activities Committee: headquart2rs, constitution, committee on an executive 
secretary, personnel (to explore placement and recruiting). At the suggestion of this com- 
mittee the Executive Board of S.E.L.A. appointed a Liaison Committee, responsible to the Board, 
to contact and work with other regional and national agencies. Dr. Louis Wilson, Mr. William 
Jesse, and Dr. Louis Shores are on this committee. 

State Advisors. To make reorganization plans even more representative, an Advisory Com- 
mittee from each state has been appointed by the president of each state library association to 
work with the state Activities Committee member. 

Tennessee advisors are: 


MARY ELEANOR WRIGHT, Kingsport Public Library 
RUTH RINGO, University of Tennessee 

BETTY RAE RAGAN, Nashville Public Library 
ELLISON L. BROWN, Memohis State College 


Accomplishments. Headquarters for the S.E.L.A. has been established in Atlanta at Room 
509, Knowles Hall on the Georgia Tech campus. It was opened about March |, with Mrs. Dorothy 
Crosland, librarian of Georgia Tech, acting as part-time secretary pro tem. 

The first draft of the new S.E.L.A. Constitution has been submitted to the Activities Com- 
mittee and the S.E.L.A. Advisory Committees for comments and criticism. Out of these sug- 
gestions will come the draft of the proposed constitution to be presented to the membership at 
large sometime in the spring so that it can be taken up at the S.E.L.A. conference in Atlanta 
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which has been scheduled for October | 1-14, 1950. All T.L.A. members are invited to offer their 
suggestions while the new Constitution is being written. 

The Liaison Committee has been discussing a contract for services with T.V.A. and has also 
been negotiating with other regional and two national foundations. 

You are urged to tell your Tennessee spokesmen—the Activities Committee member and 
the Advisory Committee—what you want S.E.L.A. to be. You voted to reorganize and strengthen 
S.E.L.A. and thus assumed a responsibility. Now give signs of your continuing interest by passing 
on your ideas. The Activities Committee is trying to carry out your wishes and your ideas in 
reorganizing an S.E.L.A. which can better serve your state and the region. Let us know what 
they are. 

MARY B. JEFFCOAT, Tennessee Member 
S.E.L.A. Activities Committee 


Lawson McGhee Library, Knoxville 


INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM IN TENNESSEE! 


What is meant by intellectual freedom and how does it affect us as librarians? Answering 
that question is merely affirming your desire for a Committee to help protect your rights as 
individuals. The Tennessee Library Association, like the American Library Association, should 
oppose any form of censorship. It is clearly stated in the Library Bill of Rights that no books 
or related reading materials should be withheld from any library merely because they are opposed 
by a small minority group. 

The function of the A.L.A. Committee on Intellectual Freedom as approved by the A.LA. 
Council is: "To recommend such steps as may be necessary to safeguard the rights of library 
users in accordance with the Bill of Rights of the United States and the Library Bill of Rights 
as adopted by the Council.’ Your State Committee is ready to help carry out this function and 
to help protect your library service as well as your own rights as librarians. 

All of us can help by giving careful consideration to any legislation now in effect in 
Tennessee which could in any way affect intellectual freedom, or even affect us as librarians 
whose jobs may be jeopardized by our own insistence on the principles set forth in the Library 
Bill of Rights. Current legislation which would require teachers’ oaths or loyalty investigations 
should be carefully studied to see whether they might in any manner affect us as librarians. Your 
attention is invited to the contents of the Loyalty Resolution as adopted by the A.L.A. Counce 
which appeared in the Bulletin of the American Library Association (vol. 44, no. |, Jan. 1950, p. 17) 
In an open discussion of this resolution at the A.L.A. mid-winter mesting in Chicago on January 26 
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. 1950, much dissatisfaction with the resolution was expressed at a joint meeting of the A.L.A. Com- 
mittee on Intellectual Freedom and the A.L.A. Board on Personnel Administration. At that time 
it was voted to have the Committee on Intellectual Freedom recommend to the A.L.A. Council the 


se readoption of the former wording of the resolution, as follows: "That the Council of American 
eae Library Association . . . record its unqualified condemnation of the use of loyalty investigations in 
"aa ibraries, in the firm belief that the security of the state can best be maintained by defending, against 
ngthes all attacks, the basic freedoms which are our nction’s most treasured heritage .. . It remains to 
a be seen whether our professional organization, through this resolution, will be able to help those 
an ibrarians who are required to take loyalty oaths. ie 8k 
 — Experience has proven that there is probably more secret censorship in libraries today 
than is ever realized. ‘Censorship is not over and in various states and cities of the United 
"i States official bans are continuing,’ warned the A.L.A. Committee on Intellectual Freedom in 
a report at the Southwest A.L.A. Regional Conference last November. Your Committee will not 
interfere in any local problem you may have unless requested to do so; however, we stand by 
to be informed of any infringement on your rights in an effort to help safeguard our intellectual 
freedom. 
DALE M. BENTZ, Chairman 
Ps 7 Intellectual Freedom Committee 
should 
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A.LA. STATE LIBRARY 
library Mrs. John Trotwood Moore now holds the title of State Librarian Emeritus, one well- 
Rights earned after so many years of service to Tennesseans and non-Tennesseans, scholars and school 
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Drarians 
Library SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
-" WHAT PEOPLE ARE READING. Adolescent interests in books remain much the same funda- 


mentally over the years. The boys are interested in anima!s, sports and adventures; the girls 
in romance coupled with mystery and adventure. Snow Dog by Kjelgaard, Ticktock and Jim, 


We Specialize In Something New Has Been 


PHONOGRAPH RECORDS Added 


Yes, something new a been a to the 
3 1 ibrary service picture in Nashville. ow The 
FOR LIBRARIES AND SCHOOLS Methodist Book Store has installed a complete 
Liprary Service Department designed to service 
libraries promptly, accurately and efficiently. 
Whatever you need—books for the pre-school 
age to the latest scientific work on the H-Bomb 
MILLS’ BOOK —you can place your order with us and be con- 
; fident it will receive swift, efficient, courteous 
attention. Why not investigate today and com- 
pare our Library Service plan with the one 


A) 


STORE you're using now? 


A penny postcard addressed to: 
Library Service Department 
The Methodist Book Store 


‘ 810 Broadway 
408 Union Street Nashville 2, Tennessee 


will bring you detarls of a plan that may save 
your library money and time. 
NASHVILLE 3, TENN. We now serve Elementary Schools, High 
Schools, College and Public Libraries in eight 
Southern statcs. We would like to serve you. 


"The Complete Book and THE METHODIST BOOK 
STORE 


ee Record Store” 810 Broadway Nashville 2, Tenn. 
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Deputy Sheriffs by Robertson and The Black Stallion and Satan by Farley are popular recent 
dog and horse stories. Books on vocations—Jobs That Take You Places by Leeming, Janice, Airline 
Hostess by Hager, Sue Barton, Neighborhood Nurse by Boylston, Marcia, Private Secretary by Mac- 
Donald and Jeff Roberts, Railroader by Ford—are greatly in demand and biographies of people 
of real achievement—Golden Footlights by Jackson, Hearts Courageous by Herman, The Talking 
Wire by Stevenson and Andrew Jackson by Nolan—are constantly being read. Your High School 
Days by Ditjen, Let's Talk About You by Bro, How To Be Happy But Young by Lawton, Blondes 
Prefer Gentlemen by Daly, For A Whole Lifetime by Lyon, Senior Year by Emery, Going On 
Sixteen by Cavanna and She's My Girl by Headley are popular books on youth adjustment 
to this bewildering age. Some popular sports stories are Backboard Magic by Brier, The Team 
by O'Rourke, Young Razzle by Tunis, Hit and Run by Decker and Punt Formation by Harkins, 
Kissing Kin by Thane, Tony Gay on The Longhorn Trail by Warren, Cadmus Henry by Edmonds, Seventh 
Step by Girvan, Where The Heart Is by Lambert. Come Be My Love by Davis and Your Young Life by 
Hal! are popular teen-age books. 
SUE DORRIS 


Librarian, Cohn High School 
Nashville, Tennessee 
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WHAT THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILD IS READING. The elementary school child 
today is reading for fun and loving it. He talks quite glibly about present day authors and 
illustrators as well as some of the old timers. It is interesting to hear youngsters make such 
remarks as: “Every book | read seems to be the best one;" ''l like those books about real 
people;'' or perhaps, “Have the Haders, Aulaires or Petershams a new book this time?" or 
"Which book do you think will win an award this year?" 

This increasing interest in biography is amazing. The Bobbs-Merrill series has contributed 
much in this field. A few of the favorites are: Buffalo Bill, Andy Jackson, Clara Barton, Dolly 
Madison, Abe Lincoln, Daniel Boone, and George Carver. 

Mystery and adventure are at the top of the list also. Horse and dog stories are a close 
second, and fairy tales are still quite popular. Here are some titles of various types which are 
very much in demand: The 500 Hats of Bartholemew Cubbins, Theodor Seuss Geisel; The Billy 
and Blaze Books, C. W. Anderson; Stablemates, Margaret Johnson; Riding The Pony Express, Clyde 
Robert Bulla; Justin Morgan Had A Horse and King of The Wind, Marguerite Henry. Hundred 
Dresses, Eleanor Estes; My Father's Dragon, Ruth Stiles Gannett; Mystery of The Old Barn, Mary 
Urmaston; Mystery of The Lost Letter, Helen Fuller Orton; Secret of The Gold Earring, Helen 
Monsell; Foxie, Ingri and Edgar d'Aulaire; Mr. Popper's Penguins, Richard Atwater; and The 
Dooleys Play Ball, Marion Renick. 

These books were suggested by the children themselves when asked the question, "What 
are some of the best stories you have read recently?’ Of course there were many more but 
this gives an idea of what the elementary school child enjoys reading. 

ANNIE LEE SUGG 
Teacher-Librarian 

Caldwell Elementary School 
Nashville, Tennessee 


| 
COLLEGE LIBRARIES 
INSTRUCTION IN THE USE OF THE LIBRARY AT U. T. All! requests from the faculty 
for library instruction for their students are welcomed by the University of Tennessee Library Staff, 
and the fact that these requests have become more frequent in the last few years is encouraging. 
The third quarter course in freshman English, in which stress is laid on the use of the library 


When ordering books, remember ..... 


The Alice Stockell Bookshop, Inc. 


404 Church Street 
NASHVILLE 3, TENNESSEE 


Books of all kinds from all publishers with a very special interest in regional 


and historical material. 
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and on the writing of a long report, furnishes the first formal occasion for the whole freshman 
class to be introduced to the Library. One-hour tours are given to each class, usually ac- 
companied by the instructor, under the supervision of the Reference Department, but conducted 
by members of the staff in both the Circulation and the Reference Departments. The students 
are taken over the library in groups of ten. The usual brief information as to the use of the 
card catalog, the general encyclopedias, and periodical indexes is given. Some instructors give 
their classes a preparatory lecture at the class meeting immediately preceding the tour and 
following-up questions involving the use of the card catalog and the reference books are assigned 
by the instructors. 

The Colleges of Home Economics and Education, however, give an orientation course to 
their freshmen throughout the first quarter, and a one-hour tour of the Library is included. For 
these classes a general tour of the building is given, but emphasis is !aid on the books especially 
useful to students in the fields, and extra time is spent in the Home Economics and Education 
Reading Room. Classes in business report writing meet in the Reference Room for introduction 
to sources of business information. 

Last year approximately two thousand nine hundred students received instruction in the 
use of the library. The inadequacy of the one-hour lecture tour is readily admitted, but with 
the impetus coming from the faculty and. students in connection with specific class work, perhaps 
an incentive is provided for the students which is not found in merely routine library tours. 


ELEANOR GOEHRING 


Reference Librarian 


x 


INSTRUCTION IN THE USE OF THE LIBRARY AT THE JOINT UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. The 
modern college and university library with its rapidly growing book collection, the increasing 
complexity of its card catalogue, its large collection of non-book materials, its numerous reading 
rooms and departmental libraries, and its closed stack system becomes each year more of a mystic 
maze to the incoming student. For this reason instruction in the use of the library is imperative. 

At the Central Division of the Joint University Libraries the Reference Department in 
codperation with the English Department of Vanderbilt University has worked out a program 
which provides two one-hour lectures for all students enrolled in the Freshman English courses. 
These lectures are conducted by the reference librarian—one at the beginning of the fall term 
and one at the beginning of the winter term. 

The first lecture includes a discussion of such basic reference tools as the Card Catalogue, 
the Book Review Digest, the Dictionary of American Biography, the Dictionary of National Biography, 
Who's Who, Who's Who in America, the Americana Encyclopedia, the Encyclopedia Britannica, the 
Readers’ Guide, the Essay and General Literature Index, and the quotation books, and is accompanied 
by a library problem which requires the use of the books discussed. This problem is a regular 
class assignment and is corrected by the English instructors. Mimeographed sheets giving the 
floor plan of the library and listing the books discussed, with samples of entries, are distributed 
with the problem. ; 

The second lecture deals with the sources of information and the method of collecting 
material on a given topic in the fields of English and American literature, biography, history and 
the social sciences, and the fine arts. It includes a discussion of the most general reference 
tools in each field, such as the Cambridge histories, the subject encyclopedias and dictionaries, 
handbooks, subject indexes, etc., together with an explanation of how to trace a specific topic 
in each of these fields through the different sources. This lecture is used as an introduction to 
the writing of the research paper which is required of each student during the winter term. 


CLARA MAE BROWN 


Reference Librarian 


x 
LIBRARY TRAINING AGENCIES 
EAST TENNESSEE STATE COLLEGE. LIBRARY SERVICE DEPARTMENT. Elise Draper, head 


of the department, reports that since its organization in September, 1948, nineteen students have 
completed the eighteen quarter-hours in library service for school librarians—fifteen of them 
now elementary or high school librarians. 

The 1949 summer session had a very large enrollment of almost fifty students, many of 
whom had been teacher-librarians without adequate training for several years. Twenty-six of 
this number were given scholarships by the State Department of Education. These students earned 
twelve hours of credit and many of them will return to complete the eighteen hours of training 
this summer. 

The 1949-50 session has approximately the same size enrollment as last year's. Beginning 
with the 1950 summer session East Tennessee State College will offer the Master's Degree in 
education with minors in other fields. The library service courses will be included in those for 
which graduate credit will be granted. Recommended courses for principals, supervisors, and 
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superintendents will include the first course in "Library Organization and Administration—The 
Library as a Service Agency.’ All library service courses will continue to be open to under. 
graduates in the upper divisions. 

The department is now housed in very adequate and attractive auarters on the third floor 
of the Charles C. Sherrod Library. It has a large classroom, a study room for students in the 
department with individual desks, and an office for the director. Books and materials for children 
and young people have been collected, and additions are being made frequently. 


*« 


PEABODY LIBRARY SCHOOL'S REVISED CURRICULUM. The M.A. (major in Library 
Science), requiring four quarters in most cases, is now the basic professional degree in Library 
Science at the Peabody Library School. A number of courses have been strengthened and 
reorganized, 

Book Selection | has b2en increased from 4 to 5 hours and its title changed to Acquisition 
of Library Materials. Principles of Librarianship has been combined with Organization and Ad- 
ministration, increased from 4 to 5 hours, with the new title Principles of Librarianship and Library 
Administration. The courses in Reference, Bibliography, and Subject Book Selection have been 
incorporated into four required courses named: Introduction to Bibliography, Bibliography of 
the Humanities, Bibliography of the Social Sciences, and Bibliography of the Sciences. 

It is now possible for teacher-librarians to complete during either the summer or fall 
quarter, the 18 quarter hours required for meeting Southern Association standards. These courses 
are numbered 400P, 405P, 415P, and 417P. For description write for a catalog. 

During the 1950 Summer Quarter a faculty of 15 members will teach the 28 courses required 
or elective in the fields of Library Science and in Children's Literature. 


Ss 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Mr. Jesse Cunningham, headman at Cossitt Library, was honored by a long article, and 
picture, in the Commercial Appeal upon the 25th anniversary of his appointment in Memphis. 
Some of his readers, well aware of his many library accomplishments, were doubtless interested 
to learn that this genial gentleman boasts experience as a cook with a Government geological 
survey and as a steward on a Pullman diner (both during his school years). 


* 


The new Elizabethton Public Library was formally opened on Sunday, December 4th. It 
is indeed an attractive place. 
x 


The Nashville Public Library is very unhappy over the loss of Mrs. Vivian Chumbley, their 


capable Bookmobile librarian. Her resignation was occasioned by the transfer of Mr. Chumbley 
to a Detroit post. 
* 


The long-discussed Buntyn-Normal branch of Cossitt Library is finally under construction, 
according to Mr. Cunningham who says that it will be Memphis’ ‘'first real library branch.” In 
the past, they have depended on rented buildings and storerooms. The new building, on a nice 
corner lot at Midland and Highland, will provide special rooms for children, teenagers and adults, 
in addition to reference rooms and staff offices. 


*« 
Chattanooga's new Bookmobile has gotten off to a fine start, to the great delight of all 
concerned. It circulated over six thousand books in January and hopes to pass the Nashville 


unit this month. 
x 


Millington is the first town in Shelby County to complete organization of a local unit of 
the Tennessee Citizens Library Movement, accordina to Mrs. Grady Bogue, county secretary- 
treasurer. The unit now has 22 sustaining members ($5 or more) and 66 individual members at 
25 cents each. Mrs. Bogue hopes to see units organized in every town in Shelby County. 


a 


The Davidson County Court has appointed a committee of three magistrates to consider 
Dr. Alvarez’ proposal for the rendering of free county-wide library service through a contract 
between the Nashville Public Library and the County Court. The Library has gotten this far 


once or twice before and hopes that this time the Court wi!l decide to enter irto such a contract. 


«x 
Wheat do regional librarians do when they are stuck in the mud on a country road in 
December, with no help in sight? We know what Emma Suddarth did. She read The Littlest Angel 
to a group of children on their way home from a little country school, while they sat entranced 


around her and the snow flurries blew against the sides of the bookmobile. Do vou think they wi 
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ever forget it? And do you think Emma will ever forget the gangling boys who stood on the 
fringes of the group; the little girl with the too-short coat sleeves who crawled inside the truck 
and leaned against her with a warmth of affection; the pudgy little fellow who listened with 
inquisitiveness more because the bookmobile and the library lady were new gadgets of equal 
importance than because the story was interesting; or the imaginative little girl who listened 
with her mouth partly open in wonderment. x 


PRAISE FROM THE WASHINGTON OFFICE 
Miss Martha Parks, 
Regional Libraries Consultant, 
Department of Education, 
Memorial Building, 
Nashville 3, Tennessee. 
Dear Miss Parks: 

Congratulations on your work in Tennessee. Yesterday's visits to the Tennessee 
Congressmen were most favorable. Their people really want it. Thanks lots! 

They got in such a scramble on the National Science Foundation bill that things 
have been delayed. Latest word is action today or Tuesday. I'm worried about it, as 
frankly not all librarians have worked as faithfully as you and your Tennessee librarians. 
Congressmen need to know people back home are concerned about legislation, especially 
this type of bill. 

Senate action has been postponed until House action is completed. 

Shall let you know at once the results.* 

Sincerely yours, 
(Mrs.) Margie Sornson Malmberg, 
Director 
A.L.A. Washington Office 
*HR874 defeated by three votes, March 9. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
About 18,000,000 hard-bound books were produced at the Kingsport Press in 1948. This 
volume of business is continuing. It makes Kingsport one of the nation's largest book manu- 
facturing operations. For additional information on the press and its president, Colonel E. W. 
Palmer, see the Publishers’ Weekly, December 3, 1949. 
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pv just say “Roxite” ... good for any book— 
best for library books. 


Holliston BINDING FABRICS 


THE HOLLISTON MILLS, INC., KINGSPORT, TENN. 
NORWOOD, MASS. NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO 
Manufacturers of Bookbinding Fabrics 


Tracing Cloths, Coated and Impregnated Fabrics, Viodite Vinyl Coated Fabrics, Rubber Hollands, 
Map Cloth, Photo Cloth, Reinforcing Fabrics, Sign, Label and Tag Cloths. 


IT’S A BETTER BOOK HOLLISTON BOUND 
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Complete ... Detailed... 


52 pages, fully illustrated... 
Many pictures of typical instale 
lation. ..Tables... Desks... Cat: 
log Cases... Chairs... Stools.. 
Counter Height Units... Cabi 
nets...Shelving... Museum Cases 
Everything in furniture a library 
could need! You'll read, too, th 
amazing story, from foresi 
through factory, of Trend Furnis 
ture’s exclusive DensiwooD' 
process for super-hardness an¢ 
durability ...and what it meang 
\ to your library in lifelong 
economy. *Trademark. 


New ideas by the dozen 


In This Latest and Greatest Catalog of L-B Trend Furniture... — 
Mail Coupon Today 


It’s your book... it's free...and we want you to 
have it... you who constantly plan and work 
toward better library service. 

It’s crammed with helpful new ideas for every 
library department, every phase of library rou- 
tine. The big, new Library Bureau catalog fea- 
turing Trend functional furniture is no mere 
presentation of products. It’s a tribute to the 


Library Bureau, Room 455 
REMINGTON RAND 


countless pioneers — in your profession and if} 
the L-B organization—who believe that the most 
practical, most easily usable library furniture 
can also be the most beautiful. 

Regardless of whether you plan any early fure 
niture purchase, send for your copy today. Maké 
sure you'll have it on hand for reference whe 
needed. Phone us locally or mail coupon. 





315 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 


CJ Please furnish copy of Library Bu- 
reau Furniture Catalog (LB 403). 

( We are (planning) (building) a new 
library. 

() We have a planning problem. Please 
have your Library Specialist phone for 
an appointment. 
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